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IHustratiofts of ths Lrres and Writings 
ofGower and Chaueer, lioui •Authentic 
Docuiiientsj by Rev. H.T. Todd, MA 
T .S.A. Hs. 

The Tlifological and Miscellaneous 
WorfcHofthe Rev. William Jones M. A. F. 
K.S- vvi'h an -iccount of his Life and 
Writin'gs; by William Stephens, esq. 31. 3s. 

A Compendious History of the Israe- 
litesi ; by %. Atkins, 2s. 

Williattrand Jac6b, or the Advice of a 
True Frieiid; pub.isiied by the Christian 
Tract Sopiety, id or 8d. per dozen. 

NOTICE OF iioOKS TO BE PUB- 
LISHED. 

The fallo'Jiing Wark from ilte Pen of Mrs. 



Hi ry Leadhenler nf BnlHlore, is sJiOrUy to 
mukt us uppeurttitce, 

CpTTAUE DIALOCDES. 

A little Work meant to Serve the Poor, 
by introducing ill Dialogues betwteu Per- 
.sonsof Opposite Characters, the Advan- 
tages and Disadvantages of Good and Bad 
Maiiagejiient. 

The lUanner of Delineation, including 
most Incidents in the Humble Annals of 
the Lives qf those for whom it is Resigned, 
is interesting, and cannot fail to be useful, 
if the Poor can be induped to icad it, 
and if the Price be brought within U'Cir 
Compass to purchase. 



MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF POLITICS, 



IT is difficult in a monthly review of 
political events to diversify t he man- 
ner of narration so as not to run into 
a sameness of language, as the events 
of one month are so much in corres- 
pondence similar to those of ihe pre- 
ceding, and the progress of tht human 
mitut is Sfldotn so rapid, ^a in the 
course of one month to present fea- 
tures essejitially different. At some 
periods no yisible alterations striking- 
ly appear for a long time ; even at 
present the progress is not very rapid, 
for although the people are giaduaily 
awakening from their dream of terrors, 
into which they were driven by Pitt 
and his followers, and the incubus 
of Jacobinism is loosing its hold on 
the terrified iniai^inations of many, yet 
still like people newly awaked, but 
not yet arisen, the energy of health- 
ful vigour rousing all the faculties of 
the mind to virtuous e,\ertions, is « ant- 
ing. Id England public meetings have 
been held In many places, and strong 
resOlutiorts passed against corriiptioi., 
and in favour of reform, and especially 
against the power of the house of 
commons to iitiprisoii without a trial, 
which in case of that house being 
at any time leagued with a corrupt and 
■wicked ministry might be made a po 
tent engine of oppression against the 
liberties of the people. Petitions on 
these subjects have been presented 
froiti several places to tlM house 



of eonimons, some of which wefe 
suflered to be laid on Ihe table, 
and others not materially different were 
rejected. As a specimen ot the spirit 
ol the times, and as a record of pass- 
ing events, a few of the resolutions are 
placed among the documents, but it 
would occupy too much space to 
give the whole. It affords a subject 
of national Immiliution to find that not 
a siiigte petition has been presented 
from Jretijnd. 'I q what cause is this 
self degradation attributable? whether 
to dehcient energy after a too high 
state of excitement, or to acpmbination 
of apatliy anfl selfishness which threat- 
en the exiinption of public virtue ? 

M r. Brand's inotlon lor a commitee to 
consider of the present defective state of 
the representation of the people was ne- 
gatived by a large majority, while an 
attempt was made to save character 
and hold out compensation to th? 
people, and a show of economical re- 
fuiin by a motion being carried, in 
whicii the minister was lett iii, a mi- 
nority, fur the abolition of sinecuie 
places. Amid the tart loads of abuses, 
a lew shovel fulls more or less, are 
of little importance. A radical and 
effectual check lo ccrrupiion, throtigh 
a renovated house of commons ca« 
alone sene us. Pitt, before his coming 
into power, asserted that no virtuous 
minister couid long serve his country, 
while the rcprescntaliwi eontiuued as 
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h was then, and it i.^ now no better. 
M'hik tlic <} sttiri ol the borougli mongei s 
coii'inues, and liit'y ,iire ciamorous for 
pitkingsto thclll^clvts, tlifir families, 
awl liit-ir dt'peiidfnis, rainislers must 
sacrifice tlie public gooti to satisfy 
Hk'ir cravings. " We are already 
tiiree in a bfd,'' v-zs tlie liinguage of 
the Fox and (jrenviite a'tniinistr^tion ; 
this sfiews the siate of thraldom in 
which they were held by the imiwrtuni- 
ties of their supporters, and exhibits 
I lie dangers to winch the best intere>ts.of 
the country afc exposed, while suth a 
system is perinitied lo ej^ist. 

Ill Irehmd we have to balance a 
jtidicioua relaxation in the insurrection 
and arms acts against an additioiMil 
load of taxation. I axes must be in- 
creased, unless public expenditure is 
iessened , and while things go on in 
the present state without reform, 
governors are not interested in re- 
tiettchment, as their private emolu- 
ments and the increase of their ppliti- 
c>«l power, are upheld,, at least for a 
time, as long as lliey can get the nearly- 
worn out macliine to work, by a waste- 
tui ai;d i)roiuse expenditure. 

The subject of Catholic eniancip.i- 
tion is postponed tor the present, 
> el appearances are flaltering in favou/' 
of liiis nl^•.i^Ult' ot justice and policy 
being ult mately carried. I'he sub- 
lerfuge of holding out the royal 
coii»cicnte as an obstacle, is tor a 
lime a'oaiidoncd, and the prop<jsal 
of claiming for the crown a right of 
rejection on the nomination ot Catholic 
bislions is easily siibitiluted, both 
by the ii-s and the outs, as a pretext 
ifor not acceding lo the piajer of 
tlie reaS')iial)le pciilioiis of IhcCatliulics. 
'riie siiicrfity of siidi objection was 
put to the tiNl by tiie ofl'er of Henry 
1 an.. II, to iuljopru the cominiltfe 
J'or iwo weeks, lo give lime to tiie 
Cafiioi.c? to 'liier liii election of 
bishops, piiicly domestic, and free 
iroin loreign i.liuence, but yet coh- 
sistent with tlie canons of their church, 
as a substitute for the very ouject- 
lonable claim of investing a veto in 
the miiiistiis of the liay, a claim at 
once unlair, as giving a power to a 
IProtestaut goveinmeni ovf r a church 
to which they luust nt'cessaiily be 
opposed in opinion, and also materially 
increasing the already overgrown 



power of the crown. We have de- 
cidedly been advocates for domestic 
elections, independent of the pope or 
the crown, and we earnestly entreat out 
Catholic fiellow country men to be pre- 
pared againtt next session, to concede 
this domestic election, a plan we 
understand not inconsistent with the 
doci lines and ancient disciplltie c4 their 
church, and to whtch weare infoiiined 
a large portion of theiir bod^ is 
favourable. By such liberal cbitCeSn 
sion, they wouW manifest a disposi- 
tion to meet their Protestant bret^eot 
and remove many of the cavils, ojr 
which their just claims to emancipa- 
tion are opposed. 

A petition has been presented to 
the house of commons, subjoined a- 
inong the docuipenls, - for unlimited 
liberty of conscience, and the repeal 
of all penalties and disabilities, on 
account of religious opinions. At the 
iiearl of an association for this truly 
enlightened purpose is Christopher 
WyviJI, a clergyman of tlie church 
of England, long fenowii as a veteran 
advocate in the cause of civil and 
religious liberty, 

VViJiam Windham has paid the great 
debt of nature. Since his death the 
public prints have been lavish in his 
praise. The language of correct es- 
timation may probably be materially 
different. A pupil' in the school of 
Burke, he largely partook of his 
hgh wrought prejudices. He was 
metaphysical without possessing cool- 
ni'Si of judgment ; and in the consistent 
advocate for bull -baiting, and inter- 
niiiiai)!e war, we often recognised 
the etiuiions of genius, but not the 
niild virtues of genuine philanthropy- 
ami kindness of lieart. In the present 
awful crisis, bis rash and impetuous 
temper often hurrietl him into atj 
inttmperance of laivguage, bv no 
menns suitable to the grave oclibe- 
r.ition, which our alarin'ng situation 
renders peculiarly necessary, while 
his unbending prejudices made him 
U decided opponent to the changes 
which the present stale of the wonij, 
and the progress of koovledge im. 
periously demand, as absolutely ne<. 
j;essary to our safety as a nation, 
unless blind to experience, and the 
awful 1' ssons exhibited on the conti- 
nent, \ve cling close to abuses, ui^ 
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they ultimately work the ruin of the 
system. 

It is consolatory to the frier\ds of 
humanity to perceive that the en- 
lightened and persevering advocates 
for the abolition of the slave trade 
are at their posts, and that the evasi- 
ons to the act for abolishing this in- 
human trade are brought before 
parliament. 

The following are the exact words 
of the resolution and address, moved 
by Mr. Brougham, on the African 
slave-trade, which must interest every 
feeling heart : 

RESOLUTION. 

"That this iu.use has learnt with the 
greatest surprize and indignation, that 
certain persons in this country have 
recently been guilty of evading the 
prohibitions of the acts abolishing 
the African slave-trade, and that this 
houss will, early in the next session take 
into its consideiatioii such measures as 
may etTectually prevent such daring 
violations of the law." 

ADURESS. 

" That an humble address be pre- 
sented to his majesty, representing to 
his majesty that this house has taken 
into its serious consideration the papers 
which his ntajesty was graciously 
pleased to cause to be laid before 
this house upon the subject of the 
African slave-trade. 

"That while this house acknow- 
ledges, with gratitude, the endeavours 
which his majesty has been pleased 
to use in compliance with the wishes 
of parliament, to induce f >reign nations 
to concur in relinquisiiing that dis- 
graceful commerce, this house has 
to express its deep regret, that 
those efforts have been attended with 
sc little success. 

"That this house does most earnestl) 
beseech his majesty to persevere iii 
those measures wliich may tend to 
induce his allies, and such older foreign 
states as he may be enabled to ne- 
gociate with, to co-operate with this 
country in a general abolition of the 
slave-trade, and to concur in the a- 
doptionof such measures as may assistin 
the effectual execution of the laws 
already passed for that purpose. 

" 'I'hat this house has learnt with 
the greatest surprize and indignation, 
that certain persons in this country 



have not scrupled to continue, in a 
clandestine and fraudulent manner, 
the detestable traffic in slaves. 

" And, that thii house does most 
humbly pray his majesty, that he will 
be graciously pleaded to cause to be 
given to the commauiiers of his 
majesty's ships and veiseis of war, 
the officers of his majesty's customs, 
and the other persons in his majesty's 
service, whose situation enaoles them 
(o detect and suppress those a- 
b-ises, such orders as may ef- 
fectually check practices equally con- 
temptuous to the authority of parlia- 
ment, and derogatory to tiie interests 
and the honour of the couniry." 

The session of parliament was 
closed on the 21st. Its cliaracter was 
suiniued up by one of the members, 
Mr. Calcraft, on the day previous to 
the prorogation in the following ap- 
propriate terms, "The house during 
the session had done nothing to raise 
itself in the estinialion of the public." — 
The acquittal of the planners of the 
Walchereii expedition, and the im- 
prisonment of John Gale Jones, and 
Sir Francis Burdett are its character- 
istic features. Many consider that ac- 
quittal of the guilty, and punishment 
of the innocent and meritorious, went 
together. On the |)rorogation, John 
Gale Jones, and Sir Francis liurdett 
were immediately li yeraled. A large 
procession assembled to celebrate tlje 
triumph, and decidedly to' manifest 
the bent of popular feeling ; and it 
was a glorious an ) peaceabie triumph. 
Largo tKxIies ot the miliiary paraded 
the streets, but happily there was no 
pretext for their interference. Tne 
sheriffs conducted themselves in ahighly 
commeii(l,ible manner. 1 hey hurried 
to remove any occasional obstruction, 
and by the whole proceeding of the 
day, fully exeniplihed that the civil 
power, it properly exerted, is fully 
competent to preserve gojd order, 
and that the i:itioductiun of a mili- 
tary force rather tends to create, than 
prevent those disorders, which it is 
called upon to qued. We shall give 
the sequel in the words of tiie Morning 
Chronicle; 

" The Strand and the principal 
streets through which the procession 
h;id passed, were illuminated atnight, 
a cr<jwd parading the streets, aud 
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calling frttt for lights ; and windows 
were broken where no lights were 
put up. l.'he sheriffs exerted them- 
t-elves ; and Mr. Sheriff Wood ad- 
dressed the crowd opposite the Morning 
post office. He stated that the sheriffs 
lijd exerted themselves, and hitherto 
with success, to preserve the peace 
ol the cities of London and Westniinster 
without the aid of the military. No 
man could be more friendly to their 
cause tl»3n he was ; and he requested 
they would consider that nothing 
could be more injurious to that cause 
than riot and disorder. He begged 
of them to reflect what their enemies 
would say tomorrow, if they conduct- 
ed themselves Improperly. He had 
neither time nor inclination to make 
a long speech, but he hoped tiiey 
would have the good sense iiiinie- 
diately (o disperse. A shout of ap- 
plause followed. The sheriffs rode 
on, and the crowd dispersed instan- 
taneously." 

Sir Francis privately withdrew from 
the lower to his seat at Wimble- 
don, and disappointed the people by 
not taking his designed place in the 
procession. A temporary chagrin 
succeeded this disappoiulmeut, but his 
enemies have been more bilieriy 
disappointed. He has discovered to 
them that he possessed the ielf-dt-nial 
to resist an opportunity of shining 
coii'^picuously, and indulging in a 
vanity, which many would count 
justifiable. Strong reasons suppoit 
the opinion tiiat Sir Francis Biirdctt 
is not u demagogue, wishing to calch 
the transit-nt breath of popular ap- 
pluu-^e, hut actuated by pure prin- 
ciples, and a fixed, steady, deeply 
rooted resolution to do nis duly, 
he may be thoroughly confided in, 

AS THE COOL INTRfcPlD ASSERTOR OF 
THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE. 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. 



SMITH MAYOR. 
A rommon Council was hold^n m the Chan- 
her of the It'IhUIxhi qf tke city of Londua, 
ottH'tidnesdtiy lUt' CrtU'doy of June, ISIO. 

B.ESOLVED, 

That an liuiiiljle petition be presented 
from llie court to lilt, hoiioiirabie tUt: hou'se 
i»f Cv>uimons, rtpteseritinir that, in ap- 
pruactiijig tliatltonuurabk' house, to lay i>ti- 
ture tbttu thti liUUiCruus giiet<iUiies;.UJidt:r 



which we labour, We aeknowtedge their 
undimtjtpd ri^fit to exerdse all fair, jast,r 
and roiistiiutional privileges, origioally 
iiiteiKiecl, and wi.sely cuntioued, for 
inaiutaiuing the digmty, iDdependencc 
and security of their deliberations and 
puiceediua;*. 

That while we feel it otir duty to sup- 
port ami uph'M that lionourablt. house, at 
all times, and under all circunistances, in 
the possession of these pnvikges, W€ can- 
not but lament that the late exercise of 
their poivei, in the ariesl and imprison- 
ment of two of our fellow-subjects, should 
have profluced consequences most atSict- 
ing anil iteplotabie in their nature. 

That, without entering into the merits 
of a ijiH'Siioi) which is shortly to undergo 
learal decisioi., we cannot forbear expies- 
sing our conoern and sornjw, that at a 
time when the whole nation was anxiously 
louking to an iixpiiry ot the most iwpor- 
taut ki nil, ih<; people should have beeu 
debaiieil IVoni the said inquii-y by the 
enforcement i>( one of their standing or- 
ders-^ a uieasnre calculated to distract 
the public attention from the gro.<is mis- 
conduct of his majesty's niiui&ters, and 
tending to screen from condign puuisb^ 
nient tiie criminal authors of unexampled 
di>gracts and calamities. 

I bat we have seen, with astonishiaent 
and iiidigiiatioii, the persou who enforced 
the siauiliiig order rewarded with a lu- 
ciative sinecure, and, notwithstanding; 
the decided and degradins? rejection of the 
tender niaiie iiy iiiio, once mure to repre- 
sent bis constituents in parliament, after- 
wards raised to one of the highest offices 
under the crown. 

'I'hat under these extraordinary and 
almiLst incredible circumstances of trust 
iuipi'ovidtriitly bestowed, pnd of euiolu- 
tuent and bononr lavi.shly conferred, aliktf 
iiisnitiiig lo the nation at large, and des- 
tructive of all mutual cunhdeitce, we have 
beheld, with regret and astonishment, 
tiifc silence and seetiuiig indilference, both 
of the hereditary coun^vellots of the crown, 
and of the lepresenlutives of the people. 

That weeartKslly entreat the attention 
of that honourable house to the great and 
iiiiiniiient dangers in which we conceive 
the country is involved, to the manifold 
injuries and abuses we consider it to be 
sustaining from those who preside over ids 
councils, and to the lueaus we humbly 
presume to think are best adapted to pm- 
duce « better and happier state of things. 

That during a warfare of unparalleled 
misery, expenditure and destruction, we 
have suljmiilt'd to uuprecedenied tar- 
tjiens and privations. 

That theae burtbens have been greatly 



